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upils at the Leadership College in Manenberg have been granted a life-changing opportunity.
The institution, which is run by the Two
Oceans Education Foundation (Toef), has
signed a landmark agreement with the University of the Free State (UFS). The agreement will see the exchange of students and
staff while also providing current pupils the
opportunity to study at UFS for free, provided they meet the requirement for the desired
course.
Ashra Norton, director of the Leadership
College and Toef, said that the agreement
means a great deal for them.
“As you know in Manenberg, students
cannot reach the university for many reasons. The most important is because of finances. Now, having the opportunity to go
into res and have their tuition covered, it
will be a great opportunity for our students.”
Professor Jonathan Jansen, vice-chancellor of UFS, says the Leadership College stood
out for him.
“I am always on the lookout for really good
schools in South Africa. The Leadership College in Manenberg is unbelievable. It is a top
school in a poor area; often violent. A lot of
people will struggle and you have this unbelievable school with character, determination and its top students go study anything
all over the country at top universities.
“It is a great honour for us at the University of the Free State to sign a partnership
agreement for the exchange of students and
the exchange of staff,” he says.
He says the partnership exceeds merely
providing bursaries to prospective students
from the Leadership College. He says that
teaching students at UFS will be able to do
their practical training at the Leadership

College, while the university will also be
sending professors to help the current staff
develop and enhance their skill sets. UFS
are also looking at an online distance education programme at the school for adult
learners for people who want to obtain diplomas.
Meanwhile, Norton says the opportunity
will not be limited to the Leadership College alone.
“With Toef, we are in the process of partnering with many schools and even take
over some of the schools to collaborate with
us. The opportunity will be extended to
schools like Langa High School. We are
looking at the Eerste River school and to
grow it into a high school. We have our two
schools in Mitchell’s Plain, so already the
opportunity is spreading from the Leadership College in Manenberg,” she says.
Norton explains that having UFS on
board is a huge step as they can now go out
with more comfort and confidence.
“To say that the UFS won’t just partner
with anybody and the fact that they have
taken the decision to partner with Two
Oceans, it really shows that there is confidence in us.”
Yusuf Patel, chairperson of Islamic Relief, which is one of the school’s partners
along with Toef, says the agreement will
lighten the load in terms of providing other
opportunities for the students.
“This is just a continuation and we have
10 bursaries which are guaranteed by the
UFS and hopefully that will be ongoing.
That is already 10 children who will complete the second phase after matric. Like
that we can hopefully get all of them placed
into universities and hopefully we can get
them employment and then that completes
the cycle of when they go out (of school).”
Jansen addressed the occasion with
much verve and passion and was moved by

A partnership agreement was signed between the Leadership College in Manenberg and the
University of the Free State. Signing the agreement were (from back, left): Nomonde Mbadi,
Dr. Ali Adam, Prof. Jonathan Jansen and Ashra Norton.
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the Leadership College’s commitment to providing a holistic educational experience.
“The thing that always moves me is when
a school overcomes great struggles to give
their children the best possible education.
Schools that do well with resources are supposed to do well. Schools that do well despite
the lack of resources are something that we
should treasure in the country and support
them and give them resources because they
have proven themselves.
“I am just moved by the character of the
school, the commitment of the teachers and
the calibre of the learners. I would send my

child here if I lived here – there is no question about it.”
Jansen also alludes to the national picture, relating to education in particular, and
believes that the Leadership College can act
as a beacon of hope for other educational institutions hoping to cultivate the country’s
future in the current volatile political climate.
“There is so much negativity in the country at the moment in politics – even in education – with the schools that were burnt down
in Limpopo. When people are depressed they
should just come here to uplift their spirits.”

